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Praise for the Song of Life

Fo Guang Yuan Art Gallery is about to enter 30 years since its establishment. From
the first gallery to the present (year 2022), there are now 27 branch galleries in the world
covering five continents. Because there is an art gallery in the temple, Fo Guang Shan has
become good friends with many artists. Keith Morant, who lived in New Zealand, is one of
them. Not only has he learned Buddhist principles from the venerables of Fo Guang Shan
Buddhist Temple New Zealand, he has also donated 105 of his creative artworks to Fo
Guang Shan. Through the assistance of FGS Temple New Zealand’s abbot, Venerable Man
Shin, the publication of the collection, "The Song of Life - Keith Morant Album," was created.

With more than 60 years of career in art of creating, Keith Morant possessed a
unique view on art creation. He believes that when human beings are elevated from the
material level to the spiritual level, art will inevitably become a part of nourishment, but the
key lies in the creator's proper understanding and physical experience of living in this
universe. He felt very fortunate to have taken on the learning of Buddhism when he was
faced with the obstacle to his creation. Through studying Buddhism and meditation, he
was able to deeply experience the five aggregates of the human body, and the true mean-
ing of "selflessness" in Buddhism. Because of his encounter with the Dharma, his creative
works have transcended his past and are now better than ever.

As long as you have seen Keith Morant's works, you will be attracted by the joy,
enthusiasm and agility emanating from his works. With the guidance of the Dharma and his
sensitivity to sound, he realized that everything has a note to it. So, the note-like codes
spring up in every piece of his work. Whether sorrow or joy, all is filled with a rhythm. Every
piece of his work is like a song, one after another just like the melodies of life!

Venerable Master Hsing Yun once said, "Music can express the emotions of the
human mind. A sacred song, or a devout Buddhist hymn, often elevates the human mind to
a holy realm.” In 1953, the Venerable Master even preached the Dharma through music,
sublimating his faith through singing. Venerable Master founded the art gallery because of
"Boundless Aesthetics", and by propagating Buddhism through music and art, he demol-
ished the barriers of language, race, and country. The world has become a better place
because of Humanistic Buddhism!

Before the publication of this album, Keith Morant passed away peacefully with the
blessings of his family and friends, successfully completing this cycle of his life. After the
epidemic, these works will be exhibited in several countries in commemoration of him as we
offer our blessings.

Chief Curator, Fo Guang Yuan Art Gallery
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Born in England, (1944-2022) Keith Morant
worked and exhibited in London until 1973
when he moved to New Zealand and settled
in Christchurch. He has drawn and painted
passionately for as long as he can remember
and, while classically trained, has always
followed his own path of individual expression.
Since the 1980s he has exhibited extensively
on the international stage and won many

international art awards.
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Rhythm is an internal element of the universe, and
Nature is also part of our emotional and intellectual
expression. The compact nerve rhythm constitutes

the natural mode of operation, and the abstract
method expresses the unique rhythm.
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Grasping By Letting Go
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Rhythm makes music more alive, and it is often
likened to the breath and pulse of the music. Synco-
pation changes the strength and weakness of the

rhythm, making ups and downs in the melody, and
delivering the power of music.
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Violin Vibrato
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The Baroque style flourished in Europe from the
early 17th century, and it used contrast, movement,
exuberant detail, deep colour, grandeur and
surprise to achieve a sense of awe. Artist Keith
Morant has been painting all his life. He uses the
brush in his hand to outline the moments of life.
The gentle and soft attitude, just like the Baroque
style, which is a piece of historical music full of hope
and positivity.
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Bay of Plenty
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EE#&EE Awards / Exhibitions

2019 EAXAEERT Materiagrigia Gallery Canzoni Per Venezia (Songs For Venice)
2018 BEIGIEEATEEHPERE —EE ABE# — Rhythm of The World
2017 BFEANBEHNRZINKEERES
FEIEAEEMTEEPER —_EE Ringing True
2016 HHHISISTEEEREME New Beginnings 8552
BB L SSIERIFR Palm 221if72E
1HPEREE B Eastside Gallery Morantics
2015 #APEREEEYN Magma Gallery fEfE
1BHIE518 The Healing Power of Art BIfR iR E (i1
FEERKLL IR Palm EIFRBITES R
2014 EAFEEHT Materia Grigia Gallery f&RE
E AR EBEE Little Treasures with Trevisan International Art
1HPERIE B Eastside Gallery 70 BREEE
2013 BEEE AR EREEFZEEE Peoples Choice Award
BEEEYEESE Exhibited at the Museum Ateneo de Madrid.
EREINfEmES Vajra 278



2017:
2016:
2016:
2015:

Month of April, selected for Artists Residency with Art and Soul International, Venice, Italy.
‘Morantics' Joint exhibition with Tricia Morant, Eastside Gallery, Christchurch, New Zealand.
Honoured with 'Palm International Art' award, Leipzig, Germany.

Monetary award for 'The Healing Power of Art' exhibition, Manhattan Arts International,
New York.

2014/15: Recipient of ‘Certificate of Excellence’ at the International Palm Art Awards, Leipzig,

2014:
2014:
2013:

2013:
2013:
2013:

2012:
2011:

2009:

2008:

2007:

2007:

1985:

Germany.
Solo exhibition, 'Morant In Venice' Materiagrigia Gallery, Venice, Italy.
Exhibited in 'Variations' International art, in Bologna with Trevisan International Art.

Finalist in International competition, ‘Small Art — Big Impact’. Manhattan Arts
International, New York.

Exhibited at Ateneo Museum, Madrid.
Citation and Award from the Vajra Art Project, Kathmandu, Nepal.

Received the 'Peoples Choice Award’ at the International exhibition ‘Little Treasures’,
Bologna, Italy.

Exhibited 'Songs For Sydney' Sydney, Australia.

Honoured by'Trevisan International Art Award' for Services To Art in Ferrara, and
Bologna, Italy.

Awarded First Prize 'President of the Republic’'s Medal’ at the Premio San Valentino
International Art Exhibition, Perugia, Italy.

Honoured at Galeria de Marchi, Bologna, with ‘Premio Ercole D’Este della Critica (Critics
Choice) award.

Won the Florence Biennale. Lorenzo Il Magnifico Award. ‘Premio alla Carriera
(Lifetime Achievement in Art).

Presented by Trevisan International Art with "The Spirit In Art' Award at the Castle Este,
Ferrara, Italy.

Montana National Art Award, New Zealand.
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Heavenly Sounds

Buddhist hymns are elegant and are revered as songs heard in the sky. but rarely
heard in the human world. In order to enable heavenly sounds to be heard by us, Founder
of Fo Guang Shan, Venerable Master Hsing Yun, began to propagate the Dharma through
music more than 60 years ago. This method of propagation of the Dharma has sparked off
various competitions and performances known as Rhythm of the World. Not only can this
be heard, but it is also widely loved by the public, representing a marvel in the propagation
of Buddhism.

Similar to faith, music has no national boundaries and is able to transcend the barri-
ers of time and space. World famous New Zealand artist Keith Morant felt the penetrating
power of music and decided Rhythm of the World as the theme of his exhibition in Fo
Guang Yuan Art Gallery Auckland. This is yet another presentation of Keith's art pieces
which transcend music, art, language, religion and life.

Keith expressed that musical notes are represented in all parts of our lives. These
musical notes are present in the wind, rain, moon, stars, sun, flowers, trees and grass. There
are notes of sadness, joy, food, people, buildings... and there are even notes of silence. We
live within a world of musical notes and these notes require us to use our heart to hear and
feel them. As such, Keith, through his heart and paintbrushes, has depicted the various
notes of life. He has used the goodness and beauty of these notes as an offering to human-
kind. These beautiful notes form the most touching Rhythm of the World.

Keith Morant provides a sacred and solemn theme at each of his exhibition and his
creations are filled with hope, joy and energy. He waves his brush ceaselessly, not letting go
of opportunities to colour any surface he can find. Like a conductor conducting a sympho-
ny, orchestrating each musical note, he has brought the happiness and harmony of these
heavenly sounds to the human world. He is a born artist as well as a musician of the mind.

Words from Curator Abbess

MWanghon
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Morant held his large solo exhibition "Ringing True J featuring over 250 paint-
ings at Fo Guang Yuan Art Gallery Christchurch in August 2017 with great success.
During a discussion with Curator Abbess Manshin and the youths, Morant was inspired
by the words " Rhythm of the World ; on the youth’s polo shirt. He felt the power of the
music and decided to use Rhythm of the World as his theme in the Fo Guang Yuan Art
Gallery Auckland exhibition. This exhibition transcended music, art, language, faith and
life. He spent more than half a year creating a series of works that show rhythm and
harmony on all levels. In August 2018, 70 new paintings were exhibited at Fo Guang Yuan
Art Gallery Auckland. Each artwork was unique and protruded a fusion of abstraction
and harmony. Morant hoped to express this to the public through mind and art, drawing
all the good and beautiful notes in life; these beautiful notes are the most touching
Rhythm of the World.

Morant was introduced to Fo Guang Shan Buddhist Temple via the two exhibitions.
He saw eye to eye with Venerable Master Hsing Yun's philosophy of propagating the
Dharma through culture. At the same time, he became good friends with the venerables
at the temple. In 2019, Morant expressed his will to gift 105 of his artworks to Fo Guang
Shan. Due to this transnational affinity, Fo Guang Yuan Art Gallery Headquarters started
planning for a world tour and simultaneously launched this special collection edition as

a sign of commemoration.
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Keith Morant

Tour Exhibition
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